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We are the only independent citywide organization 

that advocates for quality parks and open spaces for 

all New Yorkers.

Established over 100 years ago, we champion 

equitable development, distribution, and maintenance 

of open spaces across NYC.

HOW WE WORK

Partnerships | Advocacy | Research

NEW YORKERS FOR PARKS
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Play Fair comprises 400+ groups and organizations 

elevating NYC parks issues, identifying 

comprehensive citywide solutions, and advocating 
for increased funds for NYC Parks.

Our co-founders are New Yorkers for Parks, New 

York League of Conservation Voters, and DC 37 

Parks Workers Union. We are currently supported 

by New York City Council Parks Committee Chair 
Shekar Krishnan.

THE PLAY FAIR COALITION
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OUR RESEARCH
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50 YEARS OF AUSTERITY

PARKS BUDGET HISTORY

1970s

Parks receives 1.4% of the City’s operating budget annually

1978

Fiscal Crisis cuts Parks funding to 0.5% of the City’s budget

TODAY

Parks budget remains at just 0.6% of the city budget
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GROWTH IN NYC AGENCY 

BUDGETS SINCE 1980
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NYC SPENDS LESS ON 

PARKS THAN OTHER MAJOR CITIES
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PARKS STAFFING AND

NYC POPULATION

YEAR POPULATION # PARKS WORKERS

1976 7.4 M 9,050

2024 8.7 M 8,043



NYC PARKS HAVE 1 GARDENER FOR 

EVERY 114 ACRES

SAN FRANCISCO AND CHICAGO HAVE 1 

GARDENER FOR EVERY 18 ACRES
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REC CENTER FUNDING AND STAFFING
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NYPD OVERTIME SPENDING VS. 

NYC PARKS OPERATING BUDGET (FY22)



14*Source: January 2023 Preliminary Mayor's Management Report

85% of Parks Stewards recorded an increase in usership in the last 3 years

70% of Parks Stewards recorded an increase in usership outside of the 

traditional busy season (May – August)

53% of Parks Stewards said visitors express safety concerns about their park

29% increase in crimes against persons in the first 4 months of FY 23*

27% increase in crimes against property in first 4 months of FY 23*

CURRENT STATE OF PARKS



A 21st Century parks system that meets New Yorkers’ needs.

Clean and well-maintained parks throughout the year.

Safe parks with staff building relationships with community members.

Quick repairs, avoiding longer closures and ensuring accessibility.

Comprehensive access to 10,000 acres of natural areas and trails.
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WHAT 1% WOULD MEAN FOR NYC



Protected vulnerable wetlands amid a changing climate.

Cleaner air and heat relief provided by a protected urban forest.

Faster responses to 311 service requests for trees.

Free cultural and recreational programs for New Yorkers of all ages.

Improved safety and conditions for workers.
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WHAT 1% WOULD MEAN FOR NYC



Public Health

● $1.14 billion annual reduction in healthcare costs

Environmental

● $681M storm water diversion and carbon capture

Economic

● $17 billion in tourism spending annually + $600 million in recreation 
spending annually in parks
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MEASURABLE BENEFITS OF PARKS
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MAYOR ADAMS SUPPORTS 1% FOR PARKS
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NO COUNCIL MEMBERS ARE OPPOSED

44 COUNCIL MEMBERS IN SUPPORT OF 1%



12,000 PETITION 

SIGNATURES
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LETTER OF SUPPORT

SIGN AND SHARE THE PETITION

ATTEND RALLIES
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HOW YOUR COMMUNITY

BOARD CAN SUPPORT




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: NYC PARKS HAVE 1 GARDENER FOR EVERY 114 ACRES  SAN FRANCISCO AND CHICAGO HAVE 1 GARDENER FOR EVERY 18 ACRES
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22

