MINUTES OF A REGULAR BOARD MEETING
OF BROOKLYN COMMUNITY BOARD 14
February 10, 2025

A meeting of Brooklyn Community Board 14 was held on Monday, February 10, 2025, at East Midwood
Jewish Center, 1625 Ocean Avenue.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Wagqil Ahmed Florencia Chang-Ageda Alex Lesman Barden Prisant
Carissa Alphonso Yvette Clairjeane Donald Loggins Bazah Roohi
Gregory Alvarez Elizabeth Denys Sasha Maslouski Nina Sabghir

Hindy Bendel Sabina Dorvile Melissa Minnich Joel Siegel
Binyomin Bendet Joseph Dweck Eric Ost Gail L Smith
Davina Bholanauth Jerrell Gray Ornella Parker Tova Szenberg
Christopher Bromson Moussa Hassoun Nora Pefa Deborah Valentin
Edward Cen Mordechai Husarsky Susan Phillip Dawn-Marie Walker
Karl-Henry Cesar Nodica Johnson Tzvi Plotsker

DISTRICT OFFICE

Shawn Campbell, District Manager
Patricia Olender, Community Coordinator
Sarah Sklaw, Community Coordinator

BOROUGH HALL
Brit Byrd, Office of Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso

DISTRICT ATTORNEY
Nancy Lulu, Office of Kings County District Attorney Eric Gonzalez

CITY COUNCIL

Brian Grady, Office of Councilmember Rita Joseph (40th CD)

Pesach Osina, Office of Council District 44 (44th CD)

Avrohom Malachowski, Office of Councilmember Farah Louis (45th CD)

STATE ASSEMBLY

Tyesha Allen, Office of Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn (42nd AD)
Emily Joachim, Office of Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn (42nd AD)
Mary Kay Seery, Office of Assemblymember Robert Carroll (44th AD)

CONGRESS
Eli Slavin, Office of Representative Yvette Clarke (9th CD)



OTHER GUESTS / REPRESENTATIVES
P.O. Michael Joseph, 70th Precinct, New York City Police Department
P.O. Adreanna Jewet, 70th Precinct, New York City Police Department

I. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Karl-Henry Cesar called the February meeting to order at 7:17 PM. The Chair read the opening
statement outlining the policies and procedures pertaining to Board meetings under the applicable statutes
of New York State, the Charter of the City of New York, the Board’s Bylaws and Robert's Rules of Order.
Quorum was present.

[I. MINUTES:

Minutes of the January 13, 2025, meeting were approved. Copies are on file at the CB14 District Office and
available on the CB14 website.

[ll. DISTRICT MANAGER REPORT - Shawn Campbell:

The District Manager reminded attendees that, although there is no current Council Member in the seat
following Kalman Yeger’s election to State Assembly, office staff at Council District 44 are available to
address constituent issues and complaints.

IV. CHAIR REPORT - Karl-Henry Cesar:

The Chair recognized representatives from elected officials’ offices and city agencies (see page 1).

The Chair noted that, in light of the unprecedented number of proposals being issued by the federal
government, the District Office will work with elected officials and City agencies to understand how such
proposals, if enacted, may impact local communities. The Chair announced that the second public hearing
on SUNY Downstate Hospital will take place on Thursday, February 27 at Medgar Evers’ College.

The Chair announced that three board members, William Hattar, Lee Harman, and Hatem El-Gamasy, had
resigned and thanked them for their contributions.

The Chair reported on the Transition Committee meeting held on January 16. At this meeting questions
were raised about the current processes for scheduling committee meetings. The Chair noted that this
matter will be discussed at an upcoming Executive Committee meeting in the Spring.

The Chair reported on a public hearing held on February 3, 2025, as a continuation of the January 8 public
hearing, regarding a variance application filed for 2470 Bedford Avenue (BSA 115-94-BZ).

The Chair opened the floor for questions. Discussion ensued.

On a motion, duly made, it was:

RESOLVED (29-6-0) to recommend that 2740 Bedford be given a 7-year variance extension with the
conditions that operating hours be between 8AM and 7PM, there be no parking or otherwise
obstructing of the sidewalk, no working on the street, no storage of vehicles on the street and no
body work or painting on the sidewalk. This approval will be subject to the outcome of a BSA
compliance hearing to be held within 18 months.
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The Chair reported on a public hearing held on February 10, 2025, regarding an application filed by JoJo
Show LLC to open an adult-use retail cannabis dispensary at 1584 Flatbush Avenue.

On a motion, duly made, it was:
RESOLVED (30-2-3) to recommend that the application by JoJo Show LLC be approved.
(Addendum 1)

The Chair reported on a public hearing held on February 10, 2025, regarding an application filed One Stop
Deli & Candy Store Inc. to open an adult-use retail cannabis dispensary at 9 Newkirk Plaza.

On a motion, duly made, it was:
RESOLVED (34-1-0) to recommend that the application by One Stop Deli & Candy Store Inc. be
denied. (Addendum 2)

The Chair reported that the District Office had received applications for DOT’s Dining Out NYC program for
sidewalk and roadway cafes. Public comment on sidewalk cafes is due by February 27 and on roadway
cafes by March 7. The Chair offered two options for responding to these applications, either to empower
the Committee of the Whole to meet on Tuesday February 25 to address the applications or for Community
Board 14 to take no action. If no action is taken by CB14 the sidewalk cafes would continue proceeding
through the system, whereas for the roadway café, the hearing would be held by DOT and information
about the hearing shared with the public.

On a motion, duly made, it was:
RESOLVED (34-0-1) to empower the Committee of the Whole to meet on February 25 to hear the
Dining Out NYC applications.

The Chair reported on the February Borough Board meeting. Brooklyn Borough Hall will now publish an
anonymized monthly attendance report on its website identifying which City Council members and
Community Board representatives were present or absent. The hybrid provision of the open meetings law
expires in July 2026 and the Brooklyn Borough Board will revisit it in the future. Additionally, a committee
will be established to review Brooklyn Borough Board’s bylaws. The Chair reminded board members
whose terms are expiring to submit their reapplications for community board membership by the February
14 deadline.

The Chair reported on the Nominating Committee meeting. He thanked the members of the committee:
Wagil Ahmed, Dawn Marie Walker, Yvette Clairjeane and the appointed chair, Christopher Bromson. Chair
Cesar invited Christopher Bromson to address the meeting.

Nominating Committee Chair Christopher Bromson reported on the Nominating Committee deliberations,
noting that committee members had accounted for upcoming term limits and sought to balance existing
expertise with opportunities for newer members. He announced the following slate:

Karl-Henry Cesar, Chair; Eric Ost, First Vice-Chair; Deborah Valentin, Second Vice-Chair; Ornella Parker,
Third Vice-Chair; Florencia Chang-Agenda, Secretary; Moussa Hassoun and Binyomin Bendet, Members
at Large. Mr. Bromson noted that Binyomin Bendet resigned from the Nominating Committee and was
therefore eligible for the nomination.

Nominating Committee chair Bromson thanked Hindy Bendel, Edward Cen, and Shahid Khan for their
service.
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Chair Cesar thanked Christopher Bromson and noted that he would also be serving as the Community
Board 14 representative to the Prospect Park Alliance.

The Chair took nominations from the floor. Board Member Donald Loggins nominated himself for First Vice-
Chair. All nominees accepted their nominations. An election for First Vice-Chair will be held at the March
Board meeting per the Bylaws.

V. TOPICAL COMMITTEES — REPORTS AND ITEMS:

A) Human Services — Co-Chairs Yvette Clairjeane and Nina Sabghir reported on the January 22
meeting. The committee heard a presentation on the Street Homeless Advocacy Project (SHAP) by its
founder Norman Seigel and organization volunteers. Co-Chair Clairjeane noted SHAP’s interest in
expanding the area in which it operates and willingness to work with Community Board 14 to train
volunteers. Co-Chair Sabghir announced the SUNY Downstate hearing on February 27. She also
reminded attendees that it was flu season and encouraged people to get flu vaccines. She further
shared information about Hepatitis C program at Brookdale Hospital.

B) Community Safety — Co-Chairs Hindy Bendel and Florencia Chang-Ageda reminded attendees
that the 70th Precinct's Community Council meeting would be on the last Wednesday of the month at
7:30PM.

C) Community Environment, Cultural Affairs and Economic Development — Co-Chairs Edward Cen
and Joel Siegel reported on the February 5 meeting. The committee heard a presentation by Metro
Flood Defense on coastal resiliency and flood protection. The committee also heard a presentation by
Prospect Park Alliance on Parks capital projects updates in CD14, including the Lakeshore Project. Co-
Chair Cen also announced the Prospect Park Alliance’s Lunch and Learn series on health issues.

D) Transportation — Co-Chairs Moussa Hassoun and Deborah Valentin announced the upcoming
meeting on February 19.

E) Housing and Land Use — Co-Chairs Gregory Alvarez and Melissa Minnich announced the
upcoming meeting on March 24. The agenda will include a presentation by the Department of City
Planning on the effects of City of Yes. Co-Chair Minnich also announced a public input session on
housing and land use being held by the New York City Charter Revision Commission on February 11.

F) Youth Services, Education and Libraries — Co-Chairs Eric Ost and Ornella Parker reported on the
January 30 meeting. The committee heard presentations by Housing Works on their youth clubhouse
program and by Pure Legacee on their mentorship program. The co-chairs provided an update on the
Annual Youth Conference and encouraged Board Members to distribute flyers and sign up to volunteer
during the event.

VI. AD HOC COMMITTEES:

A) Transition Committee — Chair Ornella Parker reported on the January 16 Committee Meeting.
Legacy Board Members shared institutional knowledge with newer Board Members and reviewed board
composition to ensure the Board is meeting the charter mandate that board represent the makeup of
the entire district. In areas where there are gaps, the Transition Committee has reached out to
community organizations representing those demographics.
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VII. PUBLIC SESSION

1. Pastor Michael Harvey, Flatbush Seventh Day Adventist Church, presented District Manager Shawn
Campbell with a Leadership Excellence award in recognition of her commitment to the community.

2. Wayne Rosenfeld, East Midwood Jewish Center, announced services available to the community at the

EMJC including swim instruction, gymnastics, dance classes, and a senior center.
3. Nancy Lulu, Kings County District Attorney’s Office, provided an update on the KCDA'’s recent legal
actions and shared information on upcoming events.

4. Mary Kay Seery, Office of Assemblymember Robert Carroll, shared information about upcoming events

hosted by the Assemblymember’s office.

5. Brit Byrd, Office of Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso, reminded attendees of the upcoming
deadline for Community Board Applications. He also shared information about grant applications,
available services, and upcoming events hosted by the Borough president’s office.

6. Emily Joachim and Tyesha Allen, Office of Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn, provided
updates on events hosted by the Assemblymember’s office.

7. Eli Slavin, Office of Representative Yvette Clarke, provided updates on events hosted by the
Representative’s office and announced an upcoming job fair. He urged residents to check their
passports to make sure they were not approaching expiration.

8. Brian Grady, Office of Councilmember Rita Joseph, announced events and programs sponsored by the
Councilmember’s office.

9. Avrohom Malachowski, Office of Councilmember Farah Louis, reported on the Councilmember’s
advocacy in the district and announced upcoming events and program sponsored by the CM’s office.

10. Jay Taubman, Brooklyn Public Library, announced upcoming events at the Brooklyn Public Library.

VIl. ADJOURNMENT - 9:00 PM.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.
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ERIC L. ADAMS
Mayor

ANTONIO REYNOSO
Borough President

KARL-HENRY CESAR
Chair

SHAWN CAMPBELL
District Manager

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

EDWARD CEN
First Vice-Chair

HINDY BENDEL
Second Vice-Chair

SHAHID KHAN
Third Vice-Chair

FLORENCIA CHANG-AGEDA

Secretary

ERIC OST
Member-at-Large

DEBORAH VALENTIN
Member-at-Large

ALVIN M. BERK
Chairman Emeritus

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY BOARD 14

FLATBUSH-MIDWOOD COMMUNITY DISTRICT
810 East 16th Street
Brooklyn, New York 11230

Addendum 1

February 18, 2025

Tremaine Wright

Chair, Cannabis Control Board

New York State Office of Cannabis Management
1220 Washington Avenue

Harriman State Office Campus

Albany, NY 12226

Dear Chair Wright

I am writing on behalf of Brooklyn Community Board 14 in reference to a new establishment
notification of an adult use retail dispensary license application filed by JoJo Show, LLC for
1584 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. Brooklyn Community Board 14 held a public
hearing in reference to this notification on Monday, February 10, 2025.

The recommendation of the board members present was to approve the application. Questions
from the members of the board and community members pertaining to both the applicant and
the location. were satisfactorily addressed.

However, members of Community Board 14 continue to have concerns with OCM’s process for
licensing retail dispensaries. Please reconsider the point at which Community Boards are asked
to weigh in on an application. CB14 has had to request an extension for every application. It is
also confusing to consider sites that are not yet in the possession of the applicant. A more
rational approach would be to ensure that the applicant has control of the site. This would also
ensure only one application per address.

We also ask that you reconsider the location of supportive housing, homeless shelters, and
treatment centers as “sensitive sites” and include them in the 500-foot rules category. We
encourage OCM to continue to review policy with the aim of offering a logical process, that is
clearly communicated to stakeholders and provide guidance to ensure that community input is
meaningful. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

> &

Karl-Henry Cesar
Chair

cc: Hon. Rodneyse Bichotte, AD 42; Hon. Kevin Parker, SD 21; Hon. Farah Louis, CD 45
Kenneth Mbonu, ED, Flatbush Nostrand Junction BID
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BROOKLYN COMMUNITY BOARD 14

FLATBUSH-MIDWOOD COMMUNITY DISTRICT
810 East 16" Street
Brooklyn, New York 11230

Addendum 2
February 11, 2025

Tremaine Wright

Chair, Cannabis Control Board

New York State Office of Cannabis Management
1220 Washington Avenue

Harriman State Office Campus

Albany, NY 12226

Re: 9 Newkirk Plaza
Dear Chair Wright:

I am writing on behalf of Brooklyn Community Board 14 in reference to a new establishment
notification for an adult use retail dispensary license application filed by Adam Zokari dba One Stop
Deli and Candy Store Inc. at 9 Newkirk Plaza, Brooklyn, New York. Brooklyn Community Board 14
held a public hearing in reference to this notification on Monday, February 10, 2025.

At the public hearing, board members recommended not approving the application both on the basis of
location and on the review of the applicant as well. (Community Board 14 has adopted this two-pronged
approach to our comments to OCM and I’d be glad to provide more context should you wish.)

Regarding the applicant, of the 27 board members present and voting, 18 voted to not recommend
approval of this application. Six members voted against that motion and three abstained. The concerns
about the applicant arose from a lack of clarity, which led to concerns about the credibility of responses
to board member questions. There is currently an unlicensed smoke shop at 9 Newkirk Plaza named
Cannabis World. The applicants testified that they are unaffiliated. However, last year when they
applied for an adult use retail dispensary, these same individuals acknowledged that this was their
establishment. When asked about this previous application they stated that they had not previously
applied. When asked another way, they stated that this was the first time they applied. However, we
have a clear recording of our February 14, 2024 hearing where they appeared for an application under
the dba Al Soula at the CB14 District Office. That application was also recommended by CB14 or
denial. Attached with this letter are stills and videos from each hearing, and the 2024 recommendation to
deny.

There was also confusion as to whether they have possession of the premises. They reported that they
have a lease as of January 2025, but Cannabis World was still operating at the site. They asserted that
when they get their OCM license, the current tenant will vacate, and they’ll take possession of the
premises. If they do not get their OCM license, the current tenant will get a lease extension. We were
perplexed as to why they are allowing an unlicensed business in a storefront for which they have a lease.
This peculiar arrangement did not support their claim that they are unaffiliated with the current business.
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At last year’s hearing the applicant made claims that they had provided the board office with requested
documentation earlier in the day of the hearing. Upon review, that documentation was forwarded to the
office after 6:00pm. Likewise, at Monday’s hearing, the applicant claimed that they had forwarded
additional information to the office earlier in the day. Upon review there was a email sent to the board
office at 5:50 pm for an off-site 6:30 pm hearing. Obviously, this did not allow board members an
opportunity to review their questionnaire or other documents they sent in support of their application.

As for the location, 9 Newkirk Plaza, the board has serious reservations about permitting a retail
dispensary on the plaza and voted 19-3-3 to not recommend approval of this application on the basis of
location. Newkirk Plaza is not a mapped street or an official public plaza. This raises challenges for
general enforcement and there are many extant quality-of-life issues. Specifically, it is not possible to
impose “no smoking” rules in the plaza. Until the purview issues are addressed at Newkirk Plaza, the
board would hesitate to support any new business that requires a state license.

Please note, members of Community Board 14 continue to have concerns with OCM’s municipal input
and recommendation process, which we believe is inefficient and misuses both the applicant’s and
volunteer board members’ time. We also ask that you reconsider the location of supportive housing,
homeless shelters, and treatment centers as “sensitive sites” and include them in the 500-foot rule
category. We encourage OCM to continue to review its policy with the aim of offering a logical process
and ensuring meaningful community input that is clearly communicated to stakeholders.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Hssne ool

Shawn Campbell
District Manager
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