MINUTES OF A REGULAR BOARD MEETING
OF BROOKLYN COMMUNITY BOARD 14
May 12, 2025

A meeting of Brooklyn Community Board 14 was held on Monday, May 12, 2025, at East Midwood Jewish
Center, 1625 Ocean Avenue.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Sahibzada Shabir Ahmad Elizabeth Denys Alex Lesman Nina Sabghir
Carissa Alphonso Lisa Derrick Donald Loggins Joel Siegel
Gregory Alvarez Roisin Ford Sasha Maslouski Gail L Smith

Hindy Bendel Jerrell Gray Melissa Minnich Alexa Summers
Binyomin Bendet Moussa Hassoun Ephraim Nierenberg Tova Szenberg
Davina Bholanauth lan Haynes Ornella Parker Rolanda Telesford-Hastick
Christopher Bromson Mordechai Husarsky Susan Phillip Abraham Treff
Karl-Henry Cesar Kashif Hussain Tzvi Plotsker Deborah Valentin
Florencia Chang-Ageda Kirsti Jutila Barden Prisant Dawn-Marie Walker
Yvette Clairjeane Shahid Khan Bazah Roohi

DISTRICT OFFICE

Shawn Campbell, District Manager
Sarah Sklaw, Community Coordinator

CITY COUNCIL
Avrohom Malachowski, Office of Councilmember Farah Louis (45th CD)
Troy Olson, Office of Councilmember Inna Vernikov (48th CD)

STATE ASSEMBLY
Emily Joachim, Office of Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn (42nd AD)
Mary Kay Seery, Office of Assemblymember Robert Carroll (44th AD)

STATE SENATE
Paurcha Edwards, Office of State Senator Zellnor Myrie (20th SD)

CONGRESS
Eli Slavin, Office of Representative Yvette Clarke (9th CD)

I. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Karl-Henry Cesar called the May meeting to order at 7:25 PM. The Chair read the opening statement
outlining the policies and procedures pertaining to Board meetings under the applicable statutes of New York
State, the Charter of the City of New York, the Board’s Bylaws and Robert's Rules of Order. Quorum was
present.



Il. MINUTES:

Minutes of the April 7, 2025, meeting were approved. Copies are on file at the CB14 District Office and
available on the CB14 website.

lll. DISTRICT MANAGER REPORT - Shawn Campbell:

The District Manager reported on meetings, hearings and other events pertinent to the district. The DM
welcomed new board members. She thanked staff and community partners for their support and
responsiveness. She expressed her enthusiasm about the upcoming Nonprofit Roundtable. The DM reminded
community members to submit SAPO applications for block parties at least 60 days before the planned event.

IV. CHAIR REPORT - Karl-Henry Cesar:

The Chair recognized representatives from elected officials’ offices and city agencies (see page 1).

The Chair provided an update on the fourth hearing on SUNY Downstate Hospital, held on April 28 at Medgar
Evers College.

The Chair reported on two public hearings held on May 12, 2025.

The Chair reported on a public hearing held on May 12, 2025, for a street co-naming of 1592 East 12th Street
in honor of World War Il Marine Sergeant Charlie J. Sciara.

On a motion, duly made, it was:
RESOLVED by an overwhelming margin to support the recommendation to co-name 1592 East 12th
Street in honor of World War Il Marine Sergeant Charlie J. Sciara. (Addendum 1)

The Chair reported on a public hearing held on May 12, 2025, for an Adult Retail Cannabis Dispensary
application at 2180 Clarendon Road by Animo CBD LLC. During the public hearing the first recommendation to
approve the location of 2180 Clarendon Road failed to carry. A second recommendation to disapprove the
location also failed to carry. A motion to recommend the applicant, Animo CBD LLC, carried. The chair asked
for a motion for CB14 to send a letter to the Office of Cannabis Management showing the outcome all three
votes.

On a motion, duly made, it was:

RESOLVED by an overwhelming margin that CB14 would submit a letter to the Office of Cannabis
Management showing the outcome of all three votes pertaining to the application by Animo CBD LLC
at 2180 Clarendon Road. (Addendum 2)

The Chair welcomed new board members and reminded them to attend the Executive Committee meeting on
May 29, which will include a new member orientation. He thanked outgoing board members Edward Cen,
Steven D. Cohen, Sabina Dorvile, and Derrick Donald for their contributions.

The Chair reported on the Brooklyn Borough Board meeting held on May 6. The Board was notified that
community board application decisions were completed and disseminated. If applicants did not receive
notification they should contact Brooklyn Borough Hall. The Board also heard a presentation on the September
11 Victim Compensation Fund, which provides compensation to individuals or representatives of deceased
individuals who have been diagnosed with a September 11 related illness and were present at an eligible
location and time.
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The Chair also reminded attendees that there are two NYC Charter revision commissions which have both
released their preliminary reports and are holding public hearings and collecting public testimony. The District
Manager noted that the reports and hearing dates would be posted on the CB14 website.

V. TOPICAL COMMITTEES — REPORTS AND ITEMS:

A) Community Environment, Cultural Affairs and Economic Development — Co-Chair Joel Siegel
reported on the April 22 meeting. The Committee heard a presentation by the Chief Historian at the Center
for Brooklyn History. The second agenda item was a presentation on flooding by the Brooklyn Borough
Commissioner for the Department of Environmental Protection.

B) Human Services — Co-Chair Yvette Clairjeane announced that CB14’s annual Nonprofit Roundtable will
be held on May 21 at OHEL Children’s Home and Family Services Center. Representatives from nonprofits
serving CB14 will share information about their services. The keynote speaker will be Michael Sedillo,
Executive Director of the Mayor’s Office of Nonprofit Services.

C) Community Safety — Co-Chairs Hindy Bendel and Florencia Chang-Ageda wished attendees a happy
Mother’'s Day and Memorial Day. They also announced that police precincts will be holding elections for
community councils.

D) Transportation — Co-Chairs Moussa Hassoun and Deborah Valentin reported on the May 5 meeting.
The committee heard a presentation by the MTA on active and upcoming construction and repair projects.
The second agenda item was an introduction to the New York Public Transit Association.

E) Housing and Land Use — Co-Chairs Gregory Alvarez and Melissa Minnich announced an upcoming
meeting on May 19. The committee will hear a presentation by Brooklyn Level Up on Community Land
Trusts as well as a presentation by the Landmarks Preservation Commission. The co-chairs also
announced that the Rent Guidelines Board has released their proposed rent increases for stabilized
apartments and is inviting comment. Chair Alvarez reported on his attendance at a Landmarks
Preservation Commission meeting regarding the Beverley Square West and Ditmas Park West historic
district studies.

F) Youth Services, Education and Libraries — Co-Chair Ornella Parker reported on the committee meeting
on April 29. Agenda items included an introduction to the Literacy Academy, a brainstorming session with
the 70th Precinct regarding NYPD youth initiatives, and reflection on the 2025 Youth Conference.

VIl. PUBLIC SESSION

1. Mary Kay Seery, Office of Assemblymember Robert Carroll, shared information about previous and
upcoming events and services hosted by the Assemblymember’s office. She also provided an update on
the New York State budget.

2. Joanna Sanford, Brooklyn Public Library, Kensington Branch, shared information about events and
services at the library.

3. Emily Joachim, Office of Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn, provided information about
upcoming events and services offered by the Assemblymember’s office.

4. Eli Slavin, Office of Congresswoman Yvette Clarke, shared information about the Congresswoman'’s office,
including satellite locations.

5. Venus Scantlebury, Civilian Complaint Review Board, shared information about upcoming events hosted
by the CCRB and thanked CB14 for the opportunity to participate in the Youth Conference.

6. Paurcha Edwards, Office of State Senator Zellnor Myrie, provided and update on the state budget priorities
and outcomes as well as upcoming events hosted by the State Senator’s office.
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7. Avrohom Malachowski, Office of Councilmember Farah Louis, shared information about upcoming and
past events and programs hosted by the Councilmember’s office.

8. Elizabeth Denys spoke about issues with indoor air quality and respiratory viruses.

9. Jay Taubman, Brooklyn Public Library, Cortelyou Branch, shared information about events and services at
the library.

VII. ADJOURNMENT - 8:29 P.M.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.
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ERIC L. ADAMS
Mayor

ANTONIO REYNOSO
Borough President

KARL-HENRY CESAR
Chair

SHAWN CAMPBELL
District Manager

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

ERIC OST
First Vice-Chair

DEBORAH VALENTIN
Second Vice-Chair

ORNELLA PARKER
Third Vice-Chair

FLORENCIA CHANG-AGEDA
Secretary

BINYOMIN BENDET
Member-at-Large

MOUSSA HASSOUN
Member-at-Large

ALVIN M. BERK
Chairman Emeritus

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY BOARD 14

FLATBUSH-MIDWOOD COMMUNITY DISTRICT
810 East 16" Street
Brooklyn, New York 11230

May 16, 2025

Hon. Inna Vernikov

New York City Council, 48" District
2401 Avenue U

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Dear Council Member Vernikov,

On Monday, May 12, 2025, Community Board 14 held a public hearing in relation to
a street co-naming request in honor of World War II Marine Sgt. Charlie J. Sciara.

The story of Sgt. Sciara’s sacrifice is extraordinary. After 80 years, the wreckage of
his aircraft was found in the South Pacific. It is understood that his remains have not
been recovered but that evidence suggests that he survived the crash and was held
and died in captivity.

Members of Community Board 14 voted overwhelmingly to co-name the street
where he grew up, 1592 East 12 Street, in his honor.

Sgt. Charlie J. Sciara’s legacy will continue to live on through his family and will be
memorialized in this community through this street co-naming action. We thank you
for your initiative to ensure that his name and story inspire future generations to
honor, remember and uphold the values for which Sgt. Sciara sacrificed.

Sincerely,

i

Shawn Campbell
District Manager

cc: Sean Baltrusitis, Commander, VFW Post 551

PHONE: (718) 859-6357 ¢ FAX: (718) 421-6077 ¢ E-MAIL: info@cb14brooklyn.com ¢ WEB: www.cb14brooklyn.com



BROOKLYN COMMUNITY BOARD 14

FLATBUSH-MIDWOOD COMMUNITY DISTRICT
810 East 16" Street
Brooklyn, New York 11230

May 14, 2025

Tremaine Wright

Chair, Cannabis Control Board

New York State Office of Cannabis Management
1220 Washington Avenue

Harriman State Office Campus

Albany, NY 12226

Dear Chair Wright,

I am writing on behalf of Brooklyn Community Board 14 in reference to a new establishment notification of an adult-use
retail dispensary license application filed, as Animo CBD LLC and proposed for 2180 Clarendon Road, Brooklyn, New
York. Brooklyn Community Board 14 held a public hearing in reference to this notification

The members of Community Board 14 have established a practice of dividing a recommendation for the applicant from the
recommendation on the proposed location. This became the practice because so many applicants were coming before the
board prior to having possession of the premises.

The recommendation to apptove the applicant representative, Mr. Yadiel Bultron Hildalgo, was positive and decisive with a
vote of 28 in favor, two opposed and eight abstentions. The applicant was professional and knowledgeable. He has deep
toots in the community in which his family has owned small business for over a quarter century and in fact, would open the
dispensary where his family has had another business for many years. He was widely supported.

Howevet, the recommendation for approving the location was inconclusive. Board members expressed a concern over the
loss of the business that would be moving out from this address; wondered if other uses were considered and some
expressed health concerns that relate to the use of cannabis and a general concern about the legalization of cannabis.

A motion to approve the location secured 16 votes in favor, 14 opposed and eight abstentions. Since those in favor were not
the majority of those present and voting, the motion to approve did not carry. A motion to disapprove the location resulted
similatly. The number of those in favor of disapproving the location was 17; there were 16 not in favor of disapproving and
there were five abstentions. Therefore, neither the motion to approve nor the motion to disapprove carried and CB14
cannot offer a recommendation on the location. Please note that there were eight new board members at the May meeting
who had little time to familiarize themselves with the application and board practices, which might account for the high
number of abstentions. The applicant was able to substantiate that the location meets the 1000-foot rule requirement and
the 200-foot tule house of worship requirement. It is also acknowledged that there is not a school in proximity to the

proposed location.

I understand that this is not a clear-cut recommendation but reiterate that the applicant was well received and note that the
location meets State rules and undetstand that Community Board recommendations are strictly advisory.

Thank you for your consideration.
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