
MINUTES OF A REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
OF BROOKLYN COMMUNITY BOARD 14 

March 9, 2026 
A meeting of Brooklyn Community Board 14 was held on Monday, March 9, 2026, at the East Midwood Jewish 
Center, 1625 Ocean Avenue. 

MEMBERS PRESENT
Carissa Alphonso 
Gregory Alvarez 
Binyomin Bendet 
Davina Bholanauth 
Karl-Henry Cesar 
Florencia Chang-Ageda 
Yvette Clairjeane 
Elizabeth Denys 

Joseph Dweck 
Roisin Ford 
Jerrell Gray 
Susan Hargett 
Ian Haynes 
Kirsti Jutila 
Nicole Lebenson Angulo 
Alex Lesman 

Donald Loggins 
Melissa Minnich 
Ephraim Nierenberg 
Aasma Nuzzi 
Ornella Parker 
Susan Phillip 
Barden Prisant 
Nina Sabghir 

Joel Siegel 
Gail L Smith 
Alexa Summers 
Rolanda Telesford-Hastick 
Abraham Treff 
Deborah Valentin 
Alana Wilson

DISTRICT OFFICE 
Shawn Campbell, District Manager 
Sarah Sklaw, Community Coordinator 

BOROUGH HALL 
Carol-Ann Church, Office of Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso 

CITY COUNCIL 
Brian Grady, Office of Council Member Rita Joseph (40th CD) 
Sabrina Dieujuste, Office of Council Member Farah Louis (45th CD) 

STATE ASSEMBLY 
Tyesha Allen, Office of Assembly Member Rodneyse Bichotte-Hermelyn (42nd AD) 
Mary Kay Seery, Office of Assembly Member Robert Carroll (44th AD) 

STATE SENATE  
Paurcha Edwards, Office of State Senator Zellnor Myrie (20th SD) 
Noam Abrahams, Office of State Senator Sam Sutton (22nd SD) 

OTHER GUESTS/REPRESENTATIVES  
Sgt. Taisha Skyers, Patrol Borough Brooklyn South, New York City Police Department 
Detective Michael Joseph, Patrol Borough Brooklyn South, New York City Police Department 
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I. CALL TO ORDER:
Chair Karl-Henry Cesar called the board meeting to order at 7:00 PM. The Chair read the opening statement
outlining the policies and procedures pertaining to Board meetings under the applicable statutes of New York
State, the Charter of the City of New York, the Board’s Bylaws and Robert's Rules of Order. Quorum was
present.

II. MINUTES:
Minutes of the February 9, 2025, board meeting were approved. Copies are on file at the CB14 District Office
and are available on the CB14 website.

III. DISTRICT MANAGER REPORT – Shawn Campbell:
The District Manager reported on meetings and events in the district. The DM announced that, following
outreach to the Mayor’s Office of Mass Engagement (MOME), District Managers will be meeting with the
Office, however, DM Campbell will be unable to attend due to a scheduling conflict with the Youth Resource
Fair. She spoke further about the importance of receiving MOME’s assistance when city agencies are
unresponsive to neighborhood concerns. District Managers requested a similar meeting with the New York City
Law Department.

The DM spoke about the recent termination of a Queens Community Board District Manage. Fifty-four District 
Managers, including DM Campbell, signed on to a letter raising procedural concerns about the dismissal.  

IV. CHAIR REPORT – Karl-Henry Cesar:
The Chair recognized representatives from elected officials’ offices and city agencies (see page 1).

The Chair reported on his attendance at events and meetings including a tour of the Sunset Park Material 
Recovery Facility. He also reported on a virtual meeting with the Department of Parks and Recreation, the 
Economic Development Corporation and the Department of Transportation about the city’s greenway network 
and encouraged the assembly to fill out a related survey. He also attended the swearing in of NYPD Co-Chief 
Chaplains Cardinal Timothy Dolan and Reverend A.R. Bernard.  

The Chair reported on a public hearing held on March 9th, 2026, on the Register of Community Board 
Requests for the Preliminary Budget Fiscal Year 2027. The Chair asked for a motion for CB14 to send a Letter 
of Comment to the Department of City Planning and Office of Management and Budget similar to the letter sent 
for FY2026 with additional documentation of previously submitted requests.  

On a motion, duly made, it was: 
RESOLVED (25-0-1) to send a Letter of Comment to the Department of City Planning and the Office of 
Management and Budget similar to the letter sent for FY2026 (Addendum 1). 

The Chair reported that Board Member Florencia Chang-Ageda attended the March 2nd Brookdale Community 
Advisory Board meeting and shared her notes.  

The Chair announced that on March 12th Assembly Member Bichotte-Hermelyn will be awarding Women of 
Distinction awards to board members Florencia Chang-Ageda and Roisin Ford.  

The Chair reported on the Brooklyn Borough Board meeting held on March 3rd. Board Member Jerrell Gray 
accompanied Chair Cesar to the meeting. It was announced that on March 28th there will be a conference on 
Brooklyn parks and open spaces to discuss parks equity. In addition, ConEd presented on programs that 
individuals can use to lower their energy bills. Chair Cesar announced CB14’s upcoming Annual Youth 
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Resource Fair. He noted that the Borough Board meeting minutes were not posted on the Borough President’s 
website.  

The Chair expressed his concern with SUNY Downstate and poor community engagement following the 
announcement of their funding. He noted that project timelines and contact information for firms involved in 
SUNY Downstate projects are not available on their website and strongly encouraged the state advisory group 
and project team to provide status updates at upcoming Borough Board meetings. He also reported that there 
was a lively discussion about the status of community boards at the Borough Board meeting given upcoming 
term limits and insufficient funding.  

The Chair announced elections for the executive committee. The Chair expressed his deep appreciation to the 
current executive committee for their service to the board and community. He thanked staff at the district office 
and for their assistance. He thanked the board for their commitment and for making him a better board Chair. 
He highlighted past and ongoing projects in the district in which the board has been involved.  

District Manager Campbell echoed the Chair’s thanks, thanked him for his work, and highlighted the work of 
the Transition Committee in fostering leadership and knowledge transfer.  

The Chair announced the following nominations for the Executive Committee: Jerrell Gray, Chair; Eric Ost, 
First Vice-Chair; Ornella Parker, Second Vice-Chair; Gregory Alvarez, Third Vice-Chair; Binyomin Bendet, 
Secretary; Melissa Minnich and Aasma Nuzzi, Members-at-Large. Given that the seats were not contested the 
Secretary cast a single vote for all positions.  

The new executive committee members took their seats at the front of the meeting.  

Chair Jerrell Gray thanked Karl-Henry Cesar for his leadership and contributions to the board. 

V. TOPICAL COMMITTEES – REPORTS AND ITEMS:
A) Transportation – Co-Chair Binyomin Bendet announced an upcoming meeting on March 26th. The MTA

will provide an update on the IBX. DOT will present on Coney Island Avenue school safety improvements.

B) Youth Services, Education and Libraries – Co-Chair Ornella Parker reported on the March 5th

committee meeting. The committee heard a presentation by the School Construction Authority (SCA) about
a new addition being built at PS 134. Committee members raised questions about construction’s impact on
current students and are awaiting further information on this topic. The second agenda item was volunteer
coordination for the Youth Resource Fair. The committee also heard presentations from Kwenda Collegiate
Girls and Brooklyn Dreams Charter School about their school offerings.

Co-Chair Parker also noted that CB14 had submitted a letter of support for the campaign to dedicate 0.5%
of the NYC budget to libraries. However, the current city budget proposal designates less than the usual
allocation. She informed attendees of the opportunity to testify at an upcoming City Council hearing on
libraries on March 18th.

C) Human Services – Co-Chairs Jerrell Gray and Yvette Clairjeane reported on the February 19th

committee meeting. The committee heard a presentation from Maimonides Medical Center about their
anticipated partnership with New York City Health and Hospitals beginning April 1st. The committee also
heard a presentation by the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection about the city’s free tax
preparation program.
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The co-chairs announced that the annual nonprofit roundtable will take place on Tuesday May 19th at the 
East Midwood Jewish Center. The co-chairs also shared information about a webinar on healthy eating for 
older adults on March 24th.  

D) Community Environment, Cultural Affairs and Economic Development – Co-Chair Deborah Valentin
announced an upcoming committee meeting on March 16th.

E) Community Safety – Co-Chair Florencia Chang-Ageda reported on her attendance at the swearing in of
new NYPD Co-Chief Chaplains. She announced that the 70th Precinct Community Council meeting on
Wednesday March 25th will be held at the Flatbush Central Caribbean Market at 2123 Caton Ave.

F) Housing and Land Use – Co-Chairs Gregory Alvarez and Melissa Minnich announced an upcoming
meeting on March 30th. The committee will hear presentations by CAMBA Ventures; Annie Larkin, Fund for
the City of New York Planning Fellow; and CB14 Community Coordinator Sarah Sklaw about tenant
support and resources.

Co-Chair Minnich reminded attendees that the annual HOPE Count for homeless New Yorkers was
rescheduled for March 10th and is still in need of volunteers. She also shared information about two
upcoming workshops by the NYC Civic Engagement Commission on affordable housing.

VI. AD HOC COMMITTEES – REPORTS AND ITEMS:
A) Transition Committee – Co-Chairs Ornella Parker and Nicole Lebenson Angulo reported that they had

spoken with the CUNY Graduate Center for Place, Culture and Politics about trainings for board members
as term limits take effect. The co-chairs asked board members to fill out a paper copy of a survey to
facilitate community engagement and knowledge transfer.

VII. PUBLIC SESSION
1. Mary Kay Seery, Office of Assembly Member Robert Carroll, shared information about events and services

provided by the assembly member’s office.
2. Maura Johnson, Brooklyn Public Library, shared information about programs and services available at the

Brooklyn Public Library, including tax assistance.
3. Tyrone McDonald, Neighborhood Housing Services of Brooklyn, shared information about upcoming

workshops and programs.
4. Carol-Ann Church, Office of the Brooklyn Borough President, shared information about upcoming events

and services provided by the borough president’s office.
5. Kadeem Phillip, Brooklyn Dreams Charter School, shared information about school programs and

enrollment.
6. Brian Grady, Office of Councilmember Rita Joseph, encouraged attendees to attend the Youth Resource

Fair. He also shared information about upcoming workshops and programs provided by the
councilmember’s office.

7. Noam Abrahams, Office of State Senator Sam Sutton, shared information about events and services
provided by the senator’s office.

8. Roisin Ford, reported on her attendance at the Borough President’s event on low traffic neighborhoods.
9. Jay Taubman, Brooklyn Public Library, shared information about programs and services available at the

Brooklyn Public Library.
10. Sabrina Dieujuste, Office of Councilmember Farah Louis, shared information about events and services

provided by the council member’s office and provided community updates.
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11. Tyesha Allen, Office of Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte-Hermelyn, shared information about
upcoming events and programs including the Women of Distinction event at which two CB14 members
would be recognized.

12. Wayne Rosenfeld, East Midwood Jewish Center, shared information about programs available and security
upgrades made at the EMJC.

VII. ADJOURNMENT – 8:30 P.M.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.
















































