


How many cars outside your
window do you think are stopping
in your neighborhood?

It’s less than you think!
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Neighborhood streets
become highways

GRID LAYOUT

Due to the grid layout in most of the city, non-local
commuters and trucks can use what would otherwise be

quiet local neighborhood streets to avoid congestion.

APPS
Google Maps and Waze have exacerbated the problem.

THIS RESULTS IN CUT-THROUGH TRAFFIC!



Neighborhoods’ streets
need to be designed more
for pedestrians and their

safety than for cars

60% () 26% 65% () 30% 63% () 33%

*35-point margin *30-point margin

Traffic in Traffic reduces the
their neighborhoods quality of life in their
endangers children neighborhoods

*43-point margin

@ Ina 2023 poll by Data for Progress, we found...’

New York City should Neighborhoods should .Street.s arc?und schools
have more trees and in their neighborhoods
outdoor spaces like parks should be designed
rather than parking spaces for children’s safety
67% () 28% 90% () 8%

*39-point margin *43-point margin

prioritize reducing the
number of cars on streets

55% () 37%

*18-point margin




In Brooklyn CB14:

e Between 2015-2025;
o 7,537 total crashes
o 29 fatalities, 28 of which
were cyclists and
pedestrians
o 9,834 Injuries
e 51% of drivers are only driving

through the neighborhood (cut
through traffic)

e 53% of households do not own
a car and rely on public
transportation

e Only 25% of people drive to
work

Credit: Crashmapper




Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

What is a Low Traffic
Neighborhood (LTN)?

A neighborhood approach to managing traffic in
a way that redirects through-traffic away from
residential areas. The primary aim is to enhance
safety for everyone who uses the street and
prioritize drivers within the community.

LTNs promote walking, cycling, and socializing,
creating a healthier, more welcoming
environment for all.




a
Low Traffic
Neighborhood
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Signage enforcement
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to create an LTN

Raised Intersections and Pedestrian Boulevards
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Parklets
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Diagonal diverters

Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic Open Plans | openplans.org



Diagonal diverters

Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic Open Plans | openplans.org



Plaza blocks near

key destinations
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| openplan

Open Plans
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Plaza blocks near
key destinations
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Shared Space Streets
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This neighborhood approach
is gaining ground

)NSUNITED KlNGBQb——-l

Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Cut-through Traffic Open Plans | openplans.org



When designing an LTN If done correctly, this will ensure:

€) Through routes for private motorized @ Longer car journeys use the
vehicles are redirected away from strategic boundary roads.
residential streets.

» ® Streets within the LTN become

safe for people of all ages and

€) Access to all homes by private

vehicles is maintained. abilities.
€ All deliveries and emergency vehicles @ Streets return to be public spaces
can still access any destination inside for people to socialize and play.

the zone.

Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Cut-through Traffic Open Plans | openplans.org



Benefits for the

Through driving is redirected as cars
move to perimeter roads for necessary
car trips.”

Traffic on boundary roads
acWac stayed largely consistent, with
é%% 0 4 6 9 o/ a slight average decrease of
P . o

°1.6%

reduction in traffic volume

They make streets safer, by reducing
crime’and slowing down cars*in
residential neighborhoods.

i °50%

reduction in car-related casualties

In LTNs, there is a
10-18% reduction
in crime




Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

Benefits for the neighborhood

Air quality is improved with less
emissions in the neighborhood.”

I:}'. concentration of o 5.7% o 9%
"o

nitrogen dioxide fell
& within LTNs on boundary roads

Open Plans | openplans.org

Boosts active travel, leading to health
benefits that include increased life
expectancy, reduced mortality, and fewer
sick days.”

increases life expectancy

5 o o 250/ by 200 days
5‘ G% 0 In London: prevented 37

more active travel deaths and half a million
sick days annually
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LTNs are self-enforcing and
don’t require programming or
moving barricades)

other daily maintenance (like
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Extra space is allocated to
the community: trees can be
planted, public seating areas or
playgrounds can be added

Q@ BARCELONA, SPAIN




)
K o
)
S
(Tt
7))
o
(e
)
)
(1]

ROAD
OPEN TO

ik 4 & b

X

INGDOM =

N
~Q LONDON, UNIT ’f

—_—— s E————
-




on W \ A

Shenle
Radlett y Waltham nuu
m = m ,.Zg Abbey m mEm

North Watford BOTANY BAYa

 —

Theydon Bois

I
=
* AP “G Epping Forest
<u gy pping

Watford Borehamwood C‘?J net’ o A = E'&lr.r f = Bught
_?vvﬁﬁ I 5 oughton

Bushey Q COCKFOSTERS AL Sn —

Elstree m \'CZ7 \ I | R

B TR <

o \ \\RA g/ 9 0&9%\ EDMpHTON Chigwell
&a ore E;ﬁgw%re PO - 16 L
: )rthwooé\\l ::r% - Q) ‘ib G?ﬁfﬁ? <« o A S? 4 / 4
- OW
= Pinner ' Ve ~ C
h QL oS c (A12)
O , AT, ]
- oo Y =, 2 TR
- = -
QA &h -e’fg T o Cfgd b
m ~ & An l\glemble ~ _liford I
@ = +
o‘: ol s % wli ¥ B v
n\f 'q'q’ ¥
U= SEHB RS e S * PhBinge S Doge BV o
m Pc] Greenfdrd* a > N > = ‘= D
o 2 - % q..:;% A13 (
| e yes @bq Q ;ﬁ, B @h@ - Rainhan
a - . a ~ P :
(aa) q @F’ Q’\ ? S uKENSlI\:JETON L ’@n 3 QD’DQ'WQ a L’g
LA - =5 o
~ nf_,AMM SMITH «, =. L R &GREENWICH o 3
,:,"‘54 %@d ng % / ‘ﬁ o2 3 esm WOOLWICHy TN [
@ (A4] r, 7 1 O @Cﬂﬁ D o Erith
C o : '
F@UVHS% v o0 ‘
O A rgwmona =0 Welling=
% s g Bexleyheath
ha > f’wml?enl‘fam RiGhMoNd o Ds
= e Park
@B ~ N > serEATHAM §5 gvv 59 _ o &
\ Q - D 471&;; 4 o A Sidcup
bury-on-Th AR
AT -— (A308] Ki%s‘ton WlM%LEDéND &‘ U V‘“‘ A @3 | A20]
upone es ¥ 8 =% s « 090 Beckenbam Bromley d
Hampton Court Palace gﬁ “aQDQ‘ Thorntgn®#» ¥ PN
; Susbltﬁn &j Muorde.n He%ttﬁ-baa ) v Swanley
lton-on-Thames & X /&"%\%P — S{.@(R@ S 3
sl RO IR e
es
il N7 e “C‘W kham % O

C ° : ) { 74Z @ . Orpington
LTNs are inexpensive to Ao, N 4@5‘” i ‘T}& w1
implement and over time, - my 5 e LS e
40N

Purley ™ YX b

saves the city a lot of money B e | & P o YA

¥ p 4
. . 6 Banstead Coulsdbn \ z3
with the health benefits. . L) Z .\ %War,mgham R\ e o

Leatherhead Go 9|€ My Maps) | M26 |

Dunton Green
0024 Google Terms 2mi____ . ifypry  Tadworth N Kevt



Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

LTNs are NOT LTNs do NOT &
What LTNs pedestrianization require removing
are NOT . e~ of] Parking

LTNs do NOT
reduce emergency

response times

LTNs do NOT
prohibit vehicle
access

KINGDOM-

Open Plans | openplans.org



Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic Open Plans | openplans.org

What about
New York City?
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Redirecting flow

o1 Diverters

S

LTNSs bring all
these together in
one area to amplify
their collective
impact.
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Growing support across NYC -

Successfully passed LTN resolutions
FULL BOARD

Brooklyn CB6
Brooklyn CB7

& Community Boards engaged

e Brooklyn CB1 Méagzatsaglggg
e Brooklyn CB3 Manhattan CB7
e Brooklyn CB6
e Brooklyn CB7

e Queens CB2

e Queens CB6

e Bronx CBg

e Manhattan CB1 *._¢
e Manhattan CB3 ~?§"
e Manhattan CBS8 \‘é
e Mannhattan CB9g

}% Letters of Support from electeds

Julie Won Tiffany Caban Shekar Krishnan
District 26 District 22 District 25



areas with speeding and

areas with
safety issues

evident cut-through driving

o DISCUSSION

How could your
neighborhood benefit from
an LTN treatment?

community centers, schools,

parks that should have
slower quieter streets

Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Cut-through Traffic Open Plans | openplans.org




Thank you!

If you have any questions, or need further
information, please let us know!

Talya Schwartz
Lead Strategist, Urban Mobility
talya@openplans.org

o OpenPlans

?

Suggest a
Low Traffic
Neighborhood!

Do you have a
neighborhood in mind
that you think might
be a good fit for a Low

Traffic Neighborhood
(LTN)? Scan below.
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	Bringing Low Traffic Neighborhoods to NYC
	How many cars outside your window do you think are stopping in your neighborhood?
	It’s less than you think!
	Neighborhood streets become highways
	Due to the grid layout in most of the city, non-local commuters and trucks can use what would otherwise be quiet local neighborhood streets to avoid congestion.
	Google Maps and Waze have exacerbated the problem.
	THIS RESULTS IN CUT-THROUGH TRAFFIC!
	Neighborhoods’ streets need to be designed more for pedestrians and their safety than for cars
	69%
	26%

	Traffic in their neighborhoods endangers children
	65%
	30%

	Traffic reduces the quality of life in their neighborhoods
	63%
	33%


	In a 2023 poll by Data for Progress, we found...
	New York City should prioritize reducing the number of cars on streets
	55%
	37%

	Neighborhoods should have more trees and outdoor spaces like parks rather than parking spaces
	67%
	28%

	Streets around schools in their neighborhoods should be designed for children’s safety
	90%
	8%


	In Brooklyn CB14:
	Between 2015-2025:
	7,537 total crashes
	29 fatalities, 28 of which were cyclists and pedestrians
	9,834 injuries
	51% of drivers are only driving through the neighborhood (cut through traffic)
	53% of households do not own a car and rely on public transportation
	Only 25% of people drive to work

	What is a Low Traffic Neighborhood (LTN)?
	A neighborhood approach to managing traffic in a way that redirects through-traffic away from residential areas. The primary aim is to enhance safety for everyone who uses the street and prioritize drivers within the community.
	LTNs promote walking, cycling, and socializing, creating a healthier, more welcoming environment for all.
	BARCELONA, SPAIN


	Designing a  Low Traffic Neighborhood
	BARCELONA, SPAIN

	Treatments to create an LTN
	What would a low traffic neighborhood look like?

	EXISTING
	Low traffic neighborhood with minimal treatment
	LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBORHOOD

	What could a low traffic neighborhood look like?
	LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBORHOOD

	Vehicular Traffic Circulation
	Traffic can reach all destinations- goal Is to prioritize the needs and safety of local residents

	Bikes and Pedestrians
	Bikes and pedestrians have full access

	Diagonal diverters
	Diagonal diverters
	Plaza blocks near key destinations
	Plaza blocks near key destinations
	Shared Space Streets
	Shared Space Streets
	This neighborhood approach is gaining ground worldwide
	BERLIN, GERMANY
	PORTLAND, OREGON
	LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
	LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
	BOGOTÁ, COLOMBIA
	BARCELONA, SPAIN
	QUEENS, NEW YORK
	LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
	LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

	When designing an LTN
	Through routes for private motorized vehicles are redirected away from residential streets.
	Access to all homes by private vehicles is maintained.
	All deliveries and emergency vehicles can still access any destination inside the zone.

	If done correctly, this will ensure:
	Longer car journeys use the strategic boundary roads.
	Streets within the LTN become safe for people of all ages and abilities.
	Streets return to be public spaces for people to socialize and play.
	Benefits for the neighborhood
	Through driving is redirected as cars move to perimeter roads for necessary
	car trips.



	46.9%
	reduction in traffic volume
	Traffic on boundary roads stayed largely consistent, with a slight average decrease of
	1.6%
	They make streets safer, by reducing crime  and slowing down cars  in residential neighborhoods.
	In LTNs, there is a 10-18% reduction in crime


	Benefits for the neighborhood
	Air quality is improved with less emissions in the neighborhood.
	concentration of
	nitrogen dioxide fell

	5.7%
	Boosts active travel, leading to health benefits that include increased life expectancy, reduced mortality, and fewer
	sick days.
	more active travel
	increases life expectancy by 2oo days
	In London: prevented 37 deaths and half a million sick days annually




	Benefits for the city
	LTNs are self-enforcing and don't require programming or other daily maintenance (like moving barricades)
	Extra space is allocated to the community: trees can be planted, public seating areas or playgrounds can be added
	With lower traffic volumes and speeds, LTN streets naturally integrate into the bike network without needing further investment and separate infrastructure.

	LTNs are inexpensive to implement and over time, saves the city a lot of money with the health benefits.
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	With lower traffic volumes and speeds, LTN streets naturally integrate into the bike network without needing further investment and separate infrastructure.

	LTNs are inexpensive to implement and over time, saves the city a lot of money with the health benefits.
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	LTNs are self-enforcing and don't require programming or other daily maintenance (like moving barricades)
	Extra space is allocated to the community: trees can be planted, public seating areas or playgrounds can be added
	With lower traffic volumes and speeds, LTN streets naturally integrate into the bike network without needing further investment and separate infrastructure.

	LTNs are inexpensive to implement and over time, saves the city a lot of money with the health benefits.
	LTNs are self-enforcing and don't require programming or other daily maintenance (like moving barricades)

	Benefits for the city
	Extra space is allocated to the community: trees can be planted, public seating areas or playgrounds can be added
	With lower traffic volumes and speeds, LTN streets naturally integrate into the bike network without needing further investment and separate infrastructure.

	LTNs are inexpensive to implement and over time, saves the city a lot of money with the health benefits.
	Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic


	What LTNs are NOT
	Open Plans   |   openplans.org

	What about New York City?
	SUNNYSIDE, QUEENS

	NYC already applies these elements successfully in various neighborhoods
	NYC’s current toolbox includes...
	Pedestrian Friendly Spaces
	Bike Boulevards
	Slow Streets
	Redirecting flow
	Diverters
	Chicanes
	Contraflow Bike Lanes

	LTNs bring all these together in one area to amplify their collective impact.
	DISCUSSION

	How could your neighborhood benefit from an LTN treatment?
	Thank you!
	If you have any questions, or need further information, please let us know!
	Talya Schwartz
	talya@openplans.org
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