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How many cars outside your
window do you think are stopping

in your neighborhood?

It’s less than you think!



Neighborhood streets
become highways

GRID LAYOUT

APPS

Due to the grid layout in most of the city, non-local
commuters and trucks can use what would otherwise be
quiet local neighborhood streets to avoid congestion.

Google Maps and Waze have exacerbated the problem.

THIS RESULTS IN CUT-THROUGH TRAFFIC!



69% 26%

Neighborhoods’ streets
need to be designed more
for pedestrians and their

safety than for cars

*43-point margin

55% 37%
*18-point margin

New York City should
prioritize reducing the

number of cars on streets

65% 30%
*35-point margin

Traffic in
their neighborhoods
endangers children

67% 28%
*39-point margin

Neighborhoods should
have more trees and

outdoor spaces like parks
rather than parking spaces

63% 33%
*30-point margin

Traffic reduces the
quality of life in their

neighborhoods

90% 8%
*43-point margin

Streets around schools
in their neighborhoods

should be designed
for children’s safety

In a 2023 poll by Data for Progress, we found...
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Between 2015-2025:
7,537 total crashes
29 fatalities, 28 of which
were cyclists and
pedestrians
9,834 injuries

51% of drivers are only driving
through the neighborhood (cut
through traffic)
53% of households do not own
a car and rely on public
transportation
Only 25% of people drive to
work

In Brooklyn CB14:

Credit: Crashmapper



What is a Low Traffic
Neighborhood (LTN)?

Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

A neighborhood approach to managing traffic in
a way that redirects through-traffic away from
residential areas. The primary aim is to enhance
safety for everyone who uses the street and
prioritize drivers within the community.

LTNs promote walking, cycling, and socializing,
creating a healthier, more welcoming
environment for all.

BARCELONA, SPAINBARCELONA, SPAIN



Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

Designing a 
Low Traffic
Neighborhood

BARCELONA, SPAINBARCELONA, SPAIN



Treatments to create an LTN

Opposing one-ways1

Signage enforcement8 Raised Intersections and Pedestrian Boulevards 7

Bus gates2 Lane width restrictions3 School Streets4

Modal filters5

Parklets6



What would a low traffic
neighborhood look like?
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LOW TRAFFIC
NEIGHBORHOOD

Low traffic neighborhood with
minimal treatment
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LOW TRAFFIC
NEIGHBORHOOD

What could a low traffic
neighborhood look like?
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Vehicular Traffic Circulation

Traffic can reach all
destinations- goal Is to
prioritize the needs and

safety of local residents
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Bikes and Pedestrians

Bikes and pedestrians
have full access
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Diagonal diverters
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Diagonal diverters



Plaza blocks near
key destinations
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Plaza blocks near
key destinations
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Shared Space Streets
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Shared Space Streets
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This neighborhood approach
is gaining ground worldwide

BARCELONA, SPAINBARCELONA, SPAIN

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOMLONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

PORTLAND, OREGONPORTLAND, OREGON

BOGOTÁ, COLOMBIABOGOTÁ, COLOMBIA

QUEENS, NEW YORKQUEENS, NEW YORK

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOMLONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
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BERLIN, GERMANYBERLIN, GERMANY
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Longer car journeys use the
strategic boundary roads.

If done correctly, this will ensure:

Streets within the LTN become
safe for people of all ages and
abilities. 

Streets return to be public spaces
for people to socialize and play.

All deliveries and emergency vehicles
can still access any destination inside
the zone.

When designing an LTN

Through routes for private motorized
vehicles are redirected away from
residential streets.

Access to all homes by private
vehicles is maintained.
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1.6%reduction in traffic volume

01
Through driving is redirected as cars
move to perimeter roads for necessary
car trips.

46.9%
Traffic on boundary roads

stayed largely consistent, with
a slight average decrease of

2

Benefits for the neighborhood
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02
They make streets safer, by reducing
crime  and slowing down cars  in
residential neighborhoods.

50%
reduction in car-related casualties

In LTNs, there is a
10-18% reduction

in crime

3 4



Benefits for the neighborhood
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5.7% 9%

03

concentration of
nitrogen dioxide fell

within LTNs on boundary roads

Air quality is improved with less
emissions in the neighborhood.

Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

04

increases life expectancy
by 2oo days

In London: prevented 37
deaths and half a million
sick days annually

more active travel

Boosts active travel, leading to health
benefits that include increased life
expectancy, reduced mortality, and fewer
sick days.

25%

4

5



Extra space is allocated to
the community: trees can be
planted, public seating areas or
playgrounds can be added 02

LTNs are self-enforcing and
don't require programming or
other daily maintenance (like
moving barricades) 01
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03

With lower traffic volumes and speeds,
LTN streets naturally integrate into
the bike network without needing
further investment and separate
infrastructure.

04

LTNs are inexpensive to
implement and over time,
saves the city a lot of money
with the health benefits. LONDON, UNITED KINGDOMLONDON, UNITED KINGDOM6
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What LTNs
are NOT
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Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

LTNs are NOT
pedestrianization

LTNs do NOT
reduce emergency
response times

LTNs do NOT
require removing
parking

LTNs do NOT
prohibit vehicle
access

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOMLONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOMLONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
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What about
New York City?

Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

SUNNYSIDE, QUEENSSUNNYSIDE, QUEENS



NYC already applies
these elements
successfully in various
neighborhoods
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NYC’s current toolbox includes...
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SLOW ZONE IN CLAREMONT, THE BRONXSLOW ZONE IN CLAREMONT, THE BRONX39TH AVENUE BIKE BOULEVARD IN QUEENS39TH AVENUE BIKE BOULEVARD IN QUEENS

PASEO PARK IN JACKSON HEIGHTS, QUEENSPASEO PARK IN JACKSON HEIGHTS, QUEENS



LTNs bring all
these together in
one area to amplify
their collective
impact.
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TECH PL / ADAMS ST IN BROOKLYNTECH PL / ADAMS ST IN BROOKLYN

BOND ST / LIVINGSTON IN BROOKLYNBOND ST / LIVINGSTON IN BROOKLYN ST. MARKS AVENUE IN CROWN HEIGHTS, BROOKLYNST. MARKS AVENUE IN CROWN HEIGHTS, BROOKLYN

71ST AVENUE IN QUEENS71ST AVENUE IN QUEENS
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Successfully passed LTN resolutions
FULL BOARD

Letters of Support from electeds

Growing support across NYC

Community Boards engaged

Brooklyn CB1
Brooklyn CB3
Brooklyn CB6
Brooklyn CB7
Queens CB2
Queens CB6
Bronx CB5
Manhattan CB1
Manhattan CB3
Manhattan CB8
Manhattan CB9

Brooklyn CB6
Brooklyn CB7

Manhattan CB9
Queens CB6 

Manhattan CB7

Julie Won Shekar KrishnanTiffany Cabán
District 25District 22District 26



areas with
safety issues

areas with speeding and
evident cut-through driving

community centers, schools,
parks that should have
slower quieter streets

 How could your
neighborhood benefit from

an LTN treatment?

DISCUSSION
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Thank you!

Talya Schwartz

openplans.org

If you have any questions, or need further
information, please let us know!

talya@openplans.org
Lead Strategist, Urban Mobility

Suggest a
Low Traffic

Neighborhood!
Do you have a
neighborhood in mind
that you think might
be a good fit for a Low
Traffic Neighborhood
(LTN)? Scan below.
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	How many cars outside your window do you think are stopping in your neighborhood?
	It’s less than you think!
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	Due to the grid layout in most of the city, non-local commuters and trucks can use what would otherwise be quiet local neighborhood streets to avoid congestion.
	Google Maps and Waze have exacerbated the problem.
	THIS RESULTS IN CUT-THROUGH TRAFFIC!
	Neighborhoods’ streets need to be designed more for pedestrians and their safety than for cars
	69%
	26%

	Traffic in their neighborhoods endangers children
	65%
	30%

	Traffic reduces the quality of life in their neighborhoods
	63%
	33%


	In a 2023 poll by Data for Progress, we found...
	New York City should prioritize reducing the number of cars on streets
	55%
	37%

	Neighborhoods should have more trees and outdoor spaces like parks rather than parking spaces
	67%
	28%

	Streets around schools in their neighborhoods should be designed for children’s safety
	90%
	8%


	In Brooklyn CB14:
	Between 2015-2025:
	7,537 total crashes
	29 fatalities, 28 of which were cyclists and pedestrians
	9,834 injuries
	51% of drivers are only driving through the neighborhood (cut through traffic)
	53% of households do not own a car and rely on public transportation
	Only 25% of people drive to work

	What is a Low Traffic Neighborhood (LTN)?
	A neighborhood approach to managing traffic in a way that redirects through-traffic away from residential areas. The primary aim is to enhance safety for everyone who uses the street and prioritize drivers within the community.
	LTNs promote walking, cycling, and socializing, creating a healthier, more welcoming environment for all.
	BARCELONA, SPAIN


	Designing a  Low Traffic Neighborhood
	BARCELONA, SPAIN

	Treatments to create an LTN
	What would a low traffic neighborhood look like?

	EXISTING
	Low traffic neighborhood with minimal treatment
	LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBORHOOD

	What could a low traffic neighborhood look like?
	LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBORHOOD

	Vehicular Traffic Circulation
	Traffic can reach all destinations- goal Is to prioritize the needs and safety of local residents

	Bikes and Pedestrians
	Bikes and pedestrians have full access

	Diagonal diverters
	Diagonal diverters
	Plaza blocks near key destinations
	Plaza blocks near key destinations
	Shared Space Streets
	Shared Space Streets
	This neighborhood approach is gaining ground worldwide
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	When designing an LTN
	Through routes for private motorized vehicles are redirected away from residential streets.
	Access to all homes by private vehicles is maintained.
	All deliveries and emergency vehicles can still access any destination inside the zone.

	If done correctly, this will ensure:
	Longer car journeys use the strategic boundary roads.
	Streets within the LTN become safe for people of all ages and abilities.
	Streets return to be public spaces for people to socialize and play.
	Benefits for the neighborhood
	Through driving is redirected as cars move to perimeter roads for necessary
	car trips.



	46.9%
	reduction in traffic volume
	Traffic on boundary roads stayed largely consistent, with a slight average decrease of
	1.6%
	They make streets safer, by reducing crime  and slowing down cars  in residential neighborhoods.
	In LTNs, there is a 10-18% reduction in crime


	Benefits for the neighborhood
	Air quality is improved with less emissions in the neighborhood.
	concentration of
	nitrogen dioxide fell

	5.7%
	Boosts active travel, leading to health benefits that include increased life expectancy, reduced mortality, and fewer
	sick days.
	more active travel
	increases life expectancy by 2oo days
	In London: prevented 37 deaths and half a million sick days annually




	Benefits for the city
	LTNs are self-enforcing and don't require programming or other daily maintenance (like moving barricades)
	Extra space is allocated to the community: trees can be planted, public seating areas or playgrounds can be added
	With lower traffic volumes and speeds, LTN streets naturally integrate into the bike network without needing further investment and separate infrastructure.

	LTNs are inexpensive to implement and over time, saves the city a lot of money with the health benefits.
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	What LTNs are NOT
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	What about New York City?
	SUNNYSIDE, QUEENS

	NYC already applies these elements successfully in various neighborhoods
	NYC’s current toolbox includes...
	Pedestrian Friendly Spaces
	Bike Boulevards
	Slow Streets
	Redirecting flow
	Diverters
	Chicanes
	Contraflow Bike Lanes

	LTNs bring all these together in one area to amplify their collective impact.
	DISCUSSION

	How could your neighborhood benefit from an LTN treatment?
	Thank you!
	If you have any questions, or need further information, please let us know!
	Talya Schwartz
	talya@openplans.org
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